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STAGE
Stage ProgressH-

ow TheatricalArt Has Been
Advanced in the Last Ten
Years bg Three Material
Changes

Every generation live through changes
which it only half realties This is par
ticularly true of the theater Great
actors appear and act their best parts
new plays take their station in the
worlds dramatic literature valuable im-
provements supplant primitive schemes-
of investiture and all are accepted

It would be a tine thing
for the average playgoer if he could
stop short some day and ask himself

How has theater Improved in the
past ten years He would be surprised

conclusions
The three most conspicuous material

inlvanccs have been made in the per-
sonnel of the acting body the investi-
ture which surrounds that body and the
commercial enterprise which maintains-
it In ore short article it is impossible
to treat these three movements thor-
oughly or any one of them but It may
t ptn the i yes of TImes readers to have
them indicated-

In the old phrase intended to
describe our stage from the day of the
f rs i American pertormajfOt to the

of Edwin Actors Were
nlisted chiefly from tkei aJBksi tac-

tirical people This classification in-

cluded then a heterogeneous mass
First came the actors themselves one
third o them intellectual and serious
unrthlrd of them struggling and un-

educated and onel ird df them day la
otra who acted for a living But

did represent all the the-

atrical people by any means Their
number was about doubled by the stage
carpenters electricians costumers ad-

vance men intelligent press rep-

resentatives of today by any means
wardrobe mistresses scene painters
ccne shifters ushers transfer agents

and managers occasional actor who
slipped Otto the stage any other
valk of life only serves to emphasize
the general truth that until a few year
ngo the rank and was enlisted al-

most exclusively from these theatrical
people
Enlisted From a New People

Such a condition produced good and
bad results of course and it is not
necessary here to go into that question-
It is enough UVwe admit that training
which began at the cradle to sear
reading ft certain Pttr
suited a given to flavlftveii r
Fult an a general JwOiit8WB MJty-
vhich precluded mucte geSittln service
to theatrical art like that which the
student in painting or sculpture gives to
graphic art

This is believed to be a fair estimate
of the stage which enlisted its votaries
from the ranks of theatrical people
iilmoat entirely It produced Hallam
Lester Wallack E L Davenport Nil
Fon Barrett Lawrence Barrett Charlotte
tushman Joseph Jefferson the two
Sotherns Ada Rehan Sdwin Booth and
Henry Irving and so it could not e
all bad But we must not forget that

produced also thousands of actors
who were as mechanical and wooden
as the figures on a weathervane

Today this is much shaped No more
does the average actor toddle on the
stage in baby clothes Today le spends
his childhood in school more often than
otherwise he goes to college and when
he does enter upon acting it is as a
legitimate profession to which he brings
a mans mind a students intelligence
and the breeding of a man of the world

These sound no doubt like general
phrases but they art more specifically
true than wuid suspect who
is not a careful student of the drama
The companies which give the stage its
tone are the companies which obtain
tht 1 150 or 2 patronage and in every
such company the number of young
actors who do not belong to this new
class can be counted on fingers of
one hand The movement is yet too
transitional to have supplanted altogther the actor of he old school You
will find him in good companies playing
such roles a the old man the

vicar or the servant wttp
my lords carriage Otherwise

he LJ relegated to the melodramaorworse
Investiture Has Leaped Forward

The mouatlns of the plays whisk
these new actors appear is a vast prasr-
ress over that of the plays intrustedto their nredeces

The number of costumes used
liaa been multiplied beyond count thereare almost a many more scenes tnidrops as there move costumes Doth
cstume making and scene r nttnrhave been advanced to the plane ofancillary arts electric lighting has con-
tributed a whole field of new effectsthe making of papiermache has made
possible the display of numberless or-
naments built into the and shenom damage which contribute greatly
to the beauty and naturalness of tine
picture and the old system of setting-
an interior by means of parallel slides
for the side walls has heaven be
praised been largely superseded by thepresent use of built or solid sides

So much is a question of widened op-
portunity The modern manager has
now these advantages whisk his pred-
ecessor did not luwe and which many
even of our latterday promoters did
without when heir service was

U ought net be necessary to
of the more lavish spirit which now
mrks the mounting of plays Ten
years ago 1000 would float almost
any kind of a comedy Today ten
that sum is almost invariably spent

0uM is nn entirely usual outlay and
0000 creates no stir at all
KigurcK like these suggest a powerful

The stage has it TtMre
few buttfncss enterprises which touch
many cities and employ many JH B

ir own responsibility which are half
fit well organised financially Every
iiiy like the molds of a Unotype tiM
ands of statements showing the at
ttudancf at thousands of performances
worm their way to central emcee
in New York Every day the pesttraJ
management no matter how may ere
trprl it controls knows the sxippartI-
MVWJ each of its companies Every
rillroad role every percentage gr-
nunt with the house managers fvscy-
t ritret with the baggage agent v ry
expenditure for
every outlay for every purpose Ja noted
triiiismltud recorded

Even Commercialism Advantages
What is the consequence The answer

can be made word nomrorrctol-
jsin But it a commercialism wnicn
Lars much benefited the While
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MARGARET DALE Leading Woman in The Second in Command

such business methods prevail his salary
and expenses are sure There is more
basis in old stories of the stage for the
Joke walking beck home than actors
like to admit It is not so long a v
that poor business also meant
But today It the management Is nof
practically outlawed ts Ke fnset be-
tween the actor and his tynRfertr is a
good as any contract made

business done by the company does
not affect it

This is one benefit produced by
commercialism Some of the others are
uniform railroad rates for all com-
panies a decrease in e amount of
billboard posting better hotel accom
modations Jn consequence of regutai
wages and a reduction of the terrors of

travel bjt about onehalf
It maybe this will sound like a

of the syndicate control
of American theaers U is fact
nothing of the sort It would be hard
to see how any mffti who is sincerely
interested in theatrical art could either
defend or indorse the present commercial
methods of the few who control
our stage It operates to throttle

enterprise It makes the artist
subservient to the moneyobanger it fos-
ters a brood of cheap Inartistic anu
unworthy plays and it levies

tribute on the builder of every
playhouse in the country Yet bad aa
it Is it has produced this one good re-
sult It has raised the stage from a

of the weakest financial footing to
one of firm financial confidence

These then are some of the material
changes which have occurred on the
American stage within the past
years They navebeen accompanied by
artistic changes as well but there is rspace to treat here We have con-
sider d enough to make the most

Past and
Hubert Henry Davies and Ethel Bar

rynMre gave patrons of the National
last week one of the most genuine
pleasures of tine season Many plays are
weU acted some are well written andsome few are both But the number ofplays which are well acted well

and pleasing besides is infinitesi-
mal To this notable class belongs bliss
Hwrrymorcs production of Cousin

and it was tine to note how
speedily that estimate spread aboutcity and filled the theater

In the review published in The Times
ot Tuesday wsssaW that Miss Barrymores art had expanded
net intended to indicate that her rt-
had matured This actress pleasing and
sktttful as she is lB yet a great way
to go before she plane

by her uncle Joitn Drew for ex
ample The technique of the stage is
as essential to the actress as the tech
nique 4 painting is essential to
painter and neither can be acquired by

or instinct Barrymores
acting has improved in tile sense that
her knowledge of technique has widened

j that is alt ITsJess the hortedn odrt-
thrues to extend and extend she will

all her life an actress of person-
ality rather than art

This would be lamentable in view of
the promise Miss Barrymore nw offers

lie sense of appropriateness-
her extreme delicacy intuition with
which she suits the action to the word
the stage would be more the loser than
the actress It she did not develop into
one of its most prominent art figures
A present the greatest danger before
her seems to be that she wfll confirm
by much use certain favorite gestures
and inflections of the voice until they
have become mannerisms

Gloria proved
entertaining More farces set to

music and legs comic opera of the
Slipper stamp would please play

goers managers and critics all threegad what a consummation that would
be to be sure

My Aunt Bridget polite vaudeville
and occasional glimpses of spring dl
vWed what Interest remained From
this time on spring will take the lions
share Yet this season as always the
theaters will offer some of their strong-
est attractions after the furnaces have
been allowed to oool and the fashionable
golf dub has divided the masculine
mind with the baseball hat of the
masses

a sample of spring the
emporiums of theatrical art announce
for next week John Drew In one of the
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best plays he has ever done a comic
opera which has enjoyed wide populari-
ty and which permits of the

comparison of Jefferson De Angells
with Francis Wilson a good minstrel
show and good vaudeville and the
usual staple goods How can such
chances Jt Is worth white
to reflect at this time
happens to the other playhouses the
Academy the Empfre and tneJLiyccum-
wili go on Trtlthely playing to
au e

It fsUfinly real art ivhchj suffers rrom

the Theaters
National John Drew

John Drew whose position as an
actor has never been questioned since
he became the leading man qf the lat

ago eornis o the Now Na-
tional Theater Monday April 4 armed
with a comedy which has never yet
met with an adverse criticism The

Is entitletT The Second In Com
and it not only gives to Mr

Drew splendid opportunities for ex
hibttmg his best talents but gives
chances for the exceptionally good sup
port with which he is surrounded U

excel Mr Drew is one of the most
popular comedians on the American
stage

His career is as brilliant as It is
long Not since he first trod the bourdtt
more than thirty years ngo hasuhlS
name been identified with a failure
Mr Drew was born In Philadelphia in
WW He comes from a family the

of which had distinguished them-
selves on the English and
stages Hit first appearance was
March 23 1S7X when he enacted the
role of Plummer In Charles Mathers
farce Cool as a Cucumber This
was in the old Arch Street Theater
Philadelphia which was owned and
managed at that time by his mother
Mrs John Drew who in her genera-

tion was one of our most gifted
actressmanagers

The Second In Cbmm nd was
y that successful

Arnle Rus U J
His Excellency the Governor and

other plays Mr Drews company con-

tains several wellknown players In
the cat Charles F Gotthold
OKane Hlllfe Robert Satiable Sidney
Herbert Margaret Dale Ethel Hornick
and Bell

Angelis in The Torea-

dor
At the Columbia Sam S Shubert and

Zimmerman will persent the
Jefferson De Angells Opera Company
Jn The Toreador introducing Jeffonr
son De Angels In his latest creation
that of Sammy GIgff Thef Toreador-
is said to be one most extensive
and elaborate productions of musical
comedy ever made In thlscountry
comedy was written by and

all of whom have been Iden

cesses as The Country Girl
Toy James Tanner and Harry Nichols
wrote the book Adrian Ross and Percy
Greenbank the lyrics and Ivan
and Lionel Monclcton the music and in
book and lyrics The Toreador
well as in Its dashlrfff and genial music
to regarded the most brilliant of all the
Gaiety hits

Mr De Angells has in the part ot
Sammy Gigg distinctly Ihe best
he has ever played It gives him wide
scope to display his versatility and to
Introduce that peculiar style of grotesque
stage humor for which he is celebrated
As Sammy GIgg Mr De Angells

a timid English tiger who in
a series of comical situations and

continually finds himself in
hot water being mistaken for a bull-
fighter and coming very near facing six
wild Texan steers In the arena and to
l ad a Oarlist revolution The com-
pany numbers nearly seventyfive peo
ple and is said to be exceptionally
strong both In its cast and its splendid
chorus of welltrained voices

Minstrels
Haverlys Mastodon Minstrels are an-

nounced for the Lafayette for the ensu
ing week Will Nankeville is now di-

rector general of the famous organiza-
tion and he presents as his star and
principal comedian this season Billy
Va the minstrel man the assassin of
sorrow a naca familiar wherever mln
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JOHN DREW Starring in The Second in Command

T
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strolsy is known and has furnished him
the following assistants in fun making
Eddie Leonard Dan Eddie
Mazier Joke Young Fred Gartelle Gene
Marcus Frank Young George Garden
Horace Greely George Josephs and
Perron Somers

The first part setting represents the
interior of a huge watermelon with the
company in true minstrel attire

The Haverly choir includes Franklyn-
A Batie William A Daly George M
Vail Fran Coombs William Moore
Samuel NaakevIII Karl Mchllinl and
Caroll all being young with
fresh welt cuitvat a voices

The orchastfsi will b directed by
Frank FuTfrar a virtuoso from
the famous Boston
tra The olio will be made uifcor x
elusively legitimate minstrel
good oldfashioned blaokfacaKrilrfstmll
traditions being rigidly follow W

Chasers Polite Vaudeville
The Chase bill this week will have at

its head the Fratelli Riccobonos troupe
of performing horses and dogs in which
the preeminent feature is the wonderful

good horse whlfth un
dremes granges its be androtlre to

the special attraction with the Barnum
Bailey Old World tour The four

Lukens are announced by the manage-
ment as the greatest aerialists of the
day Eva Mudge the military maid a
petite and graceful girl will offer her
character changes Mr and Mrs Mark
Murphy In their new Irish farce Why
Dogan Swore On Dully SawtoHe and
Duffy and little Master Duffy Jennie
Y amans the youngest of the famous
Yeamans Martlnettl and Grosei
European novelty artists and motion
pictures of a train robbery complete

Academy A Chance
th Acaderriy next Monflky

dore Kramer latest melodrama A
Desperate will be presented-

Mr Kremer for the founda
tion of his storyline incidents surround
ing the Diddle brothers He has not

the Biddle brothers heroes but
simply characters or types Special
scenery is carried by time company

Fast Mail
The Man Will at the

Empire all this week The climaxes
described as startling In the
Mid well wrought The
sents a Mississippi steamer which
through a deed oC villainy is blown up
by a explosion One of most
realistic pieces of mechanism la a full
sized locomotive attached to a train f
freight cars on the roofs of which may
be seen brakemen riding
motive under full hauls the long
freight out of the station Niagara
Falls by moonlight is a setting worthy-
of special mention

Lyceum Invins Majesties
Fred Irwins New Majesties will apJ

at the Lyceum this iwe0k The
program Includp two b iu iii

I Was King a ld Icing Dfl
DQ each In two acts and an olio
featuring the American
the afuslcal cfaigs Haryoy and Walker
Carew and Hayes Marie Harrison nd
Farron and Fay

Richard Strauss Coming
Eminent Composer to Accompany Hie

Wife in Concert Program

Poignant and dramatic as is the
of Enoch Arden it is made Infinitely
more so by the tonepoem given It as a
frame by Dr Strauss The composer
feels deeply its pathos He Is also
strenuous in insisting upon proper con
nection between words and music in its
performance It Is a great compliment-
to Sydney Lloyd Wrightson the singer
and scholar that he has been invited
by the Strausses to recite this classic-
In a few weeks here In Washington
with the accompaniment of the com-
poser himself

Hnoch Arden will form pait of the
concertrecital of Strauss compositions
to be given ut the National Theater
April 96 430 p m Mrs Strauss will
also sing her husbands songs with his
acompaniment A rare treat may be
expected

Dr Strauss is very proud of his wifes
abilities as dolinoator of his fancies He
often tells with one of his rare smiles
of her success on the stage as a lyric
artist especially with the role of Ellen
beth

The doctor Is tall slender stooping a
trifle in the shoulders though yet
young of rather warm blood tint i e
flectlve brown eyes thin face coming-
to a nalnt to the Chin and irrave mouth
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under a light mustache There Is no
danger of anybodys stealing the hat or
the Doctor during his visit as it fails
below the ears of even a large headed
man He is singularly quiet in manner
The couple hate a little boy in school
in Germany The composer the
Wedding ring for the family saying
droly that the wife does not need it

The Washington concert will be given
under the auspices tf the Morgantown
College of Music of hich Mr Wright
son is director Tickets will be for
sale until April 2 at Knabes music
house F Street On Thursday of last
week the Strausses gave a at
Milwaukee with Mr Wrightson The
musicians sail for home on April 28 two
days after the Washington appearance

Book
A Remarkable Treated by an

Authority
It is known that Ethel Barrymore has

written at least one has
not however been produce and now
comes the announcement made

that she te going to

whether it was Cadmus or just one of
the offlcials of the Jockey Oiub once
made a longwinded complaint to the
effEct that of the making of books
there is no end Not having had the
good luck to be born in Indiana but
hailing instead from Philadelphia Miss
Barrymore labors under tome disadvan-
tage But not every on can be born
In Indiana and experience the beneficent
effects of that climate which seems to

two authors to where only
one author grew before

But to return to the book-
I saw Joseph Jefferson a few days

Ago observed a friend to Miss Barry
more nd he wished to be remembered
to you SaW he couldnt realize thatyou were really grown up and theft it
seemed only a few weeks or months
since you were a little girl in the con-
vent Jn Philadelphia

Did he say that I used to sit upon
his knee Inquired Miss Barrymore
with every appearance of anxiety

Xo I dont think be did said the
puzzled friend

Im very glad of that said the star
with a sigh of relief You see she
went en to explain so many of the dis-
tinguished old actors nave tolfl me of

upon their knees that I have bests think
ing of writing a history of the stage

calling it I Have SatUpon

Miss Blairs Engagement
Emotional Actress to Produce Several

Plays at Lafayette
Eugenie Blair supported by a strong

company will commence a spring
oC several weeks at the

Square Theater Wednesday af-
ternoon April 13 The bill wiJJ be Cn-
mille for the opening weH and the

perfornt ce 1 to be a mittfnee
owing to the theater having been
gagedon Monday evening by the Mask
and Wig ClMb and on Tuesday by Mrs
Barney lor her society entertainment

The of Quest Blhmbethr
Miss Blair appeared in this city in
Camille part of one wrlc a few

months ago and the demand for
was so great that Manager Lie Motto
eould not accommodate his patrons
At the time he eitdenvored to arrange

Mr Gre sitt Miss Blairs
a return engagement in

Later It found practicable to
lis Blair here for a continued enfruge

ment
The repertoire Is as yet not fulfy

decided but Sapho has been chosen
to fellow Camllle As many persons
did not Olga Nethersole in this wide-
ly dteciisged play Miss Blairs interpre

of It will be awaited with much
interest and curiosity The other plays
10 be presented will bo such as wili give
the star an opportunity to display her
powers in emotional roles

Miss Blair is a great favorite in Wash-
ington where slUt lived for some yoHrs
and her appearance here is awaited with
pleasure by a large number of friends
The names of the supporting company
will not be announced Just at present
but Manager Gressitt assures the public
that they will all be capable players

Jefferson Had Retired

Joseph Jefferson is sensitive on
gttbjaot of his retirement from the stage
Ho liar been before the footlights since

small child and he has never iiown
desire to leave It TJie Interviewer

who puts the question of farewells to
him sets a rather sharp but pleasant
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JEFFERSON DE ANGELIS as the Fighting Tiger in The Toreador
I

I iW m illlllJll ZI5

I

1

reply but a reporter In Chicago inst
got the best of him Mr Jeffer-

son came down stairs nt the hotel one
morning and was much disturbed to find
a mysteriously worded rrtlete in
the word retired was closely connected
with his name He cnew the managing
editor and made a halfhearted
plaint The reporter was called In awl
asked where he got the story

The city editor told me to see Me
Jefferson said the young man and
ask him if he was going to retire

Well did you see him said the

Xo air safd the reporter I sent up
my card to his room and it was sent
bask with this written on It

Mr Jefferson has retired
Then the actor who twenty

years in every took the re-

t
porter out and bought him a fivedollar
nat

Why Art Thou Mudge
So Sings a Disconsolate Critic to the

Youthful Eva
When Eva Mudge who Is in the Chase

bil this week was in San Francisco
the dramatic editor of the Call
thought enough of the little artiste to
give her a special tribute from his own
pen from which the following is culled

The burning question of the week in
upper dramatic circles has been whether-
or Mudge the lightning change
artist f the Orpheum Is twins The

of this sounds doubtful but as
I happen to know that she Isnt twins I
can hardly be expected to subscribe to a
syntax that would imply Miss Mudges
plural existenoe Her soft smudgy lit
tle name Interesvd me In Miss Eva long
before I had sSoi her ingenius turn I
wondered where she got it what odd
freak of feminine humor had led tb Its
choice for it is vastly unlike the Fleur
ettes and Montmoreucys that blossom
so freely in the vaudeville garden I
was almost disappointed to find that

comes by It honestly that the hu-
morists were the good Mudgea her pa
rents and that their only daughter has
her quaint little name by the prosaic
right of Inheritance In my disappoint
ment 1 even dropped into rhyme for
which under the dire provocation I
hope to be forgiven

0 Eve why art thou Mudgsf
1 dreamed thee Vee de Yore
I dreamed a humor Hear
When Mudge fell on my ear

But thus doth fate begrudge
The scanty laughter her

O Eve why are thou Midas
I thought 0 hasty judge

An attic Jester near
The female fudge

Wren you are right I four
O Eve why are thou MudgaJ

I dreamed thee Vere de Vera

er charming little person and her
turn 18 the cleverest of Its kind that
has come within my ken She sing in
a untrained but pleasing Co-
ntralto voice a patriotic ditty Illustrated
by four complete changes of
It Ib the lightninglike rapidity of the

tangos that constitutes the chief Bon
del of the turn and that has given
rise to the rumor that Miss Budgie is
twins

Of course there is a mystery nd
little Miss Mudge besought me not to
give it away for she said quaintly-

If people know how it is done
why it will not be a wonder any more

I almost crossed my heart to dle-

thut I would not toll driven
the appealing blue eyes of the yo ng
lady but a stern duty to my
forbade arid here with humble apolo-
gies to her Is the secret There a
fairy godmother in the cases two of
them In fact They stand in the wings
and as soon as Miss Mudge loaves the
stage they wave their wands and the

is full of flying garments Coats
fly off and gowns fly on faster
eye can see A cap drops from no-

where and perches itself on the Mudfee
shoes attach themselves to the

Mudge foot seemingly of own ate
and presto prestissimo there ytiu

are Nothing is a mystery when
know how it is done

But the godmothers are duty oJff

the stage At her ordinary dressing
Miss Mudge loiters
dawdles Just like tho average girl
is much more like the aveugo girl
eveiything by the way usu

travel her wherever goes
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it If a case of Indulging an only child
in the vaudeville whim as other only
children are indulged in other hobbles
She has been on the stage since she
was five years so very long
aso Ic dancing turns to the legiti
mete in everything except grand opera
find hopes some day to be a comic opera
star All this with the face and ways
of a sweet wholesome little school
gitl She to ever so clever and

nice

Straining Pint
Why Jefferson De Angelis Has Suffered

All His Life
Jefferson De Angells was in a confiden-

tial mood last night He was look
iMjgrat a cartoon of ft Pierppnt Morgan
as a buccaneer and the sight affected
him strangely I might haw In
that maas shoes at aide minute h
said sadly a be wiped away a tear
had it not beep for an affair In life

which blighted my prospects and mad
me I am now

Oh Mr De Angelic dont tell m
that you are the hero of a love epi
sode gurgled the pretty young girl to
whom he was talking

Yes child he sighed this Is a
story which points a moral to you cape
dally as one fain to take liberties
with the English language You can
never tell what a word may do A word
mar make or a word may mar

I know this from experience Yearn
ago I loved a beautiful girl her father
was a millionaire who got his start in
the milk business and I had reason to
believe that she regarded me with favor
One evening I ceiled on her with
purpose of asking her to be mine Wo
sat in a sumptuously furnished parlor
Molding hands and at Mat when I could
control my feelings no longer I her-

r
what was Isfmy heart She put her soft
cheeks up against mine and throwing
her arms around my neck cried out

I love you Jeff but we dont belong-
to the same church

Darling I said dont let that
bother you Cant you strain a point
tad let me

But she never gave me a chance to
she turned on me angrily and

ordered me out of the MUSe My let
ters to her were returned Unopened I
tried to telephone her but she always

me off Finally she married
to another man and when it was too
late 1 succeeded in getting a chance
MM dy in asking her for an explana
tion

Do you recall what you she
asked me

As well as if it had been said lest
night 1 answered lr I asked if you
couldnt strain a point and let me

Oh heavens wailed I thought
you said strain a pint and that you

making an mslnuating reference-
to the had become rich

So you see a little word
wrecked hajptneas and mine and
made It for to keep en
tinging and nonsense on my
face in trying funny in comic
opera and at rte same time eke out a
miserable existence Its awful

Mr De agent says the
foregoing is absolutely true

Wig Club

Will Produ Alice in Anotherland foi

Diet Kitchen
The annual production of the

famous Mpk and Wig Club wilt be pre-

sented Monday evening
April the Lafayette Opera House
the to popular favor being a

7 nondescript entitled Alice
in Aaomcrland The and Wig
Club most everyone m Washington

composed of students at the
of Pennsylvania More than

one at these students will take
part A the production which opens IH

elphla next Monday evening and
the entire Easter week

hlngton performance a long list
of Atronesses has been obtained In

many ladies ef the
and Congressional drabs Boxes

already at a premium and the show
to be as usual a social sue

la AnotherJamt te to be the
iPt pretentious sad eiabocate

thn Mask sail Wig Chas ever
pdertaken a breezy colorful jpelo

the
rollknown Alice to it
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